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gale, your gracious Letters patentis under your greate scale, in due forme to be made accordyng to the tenour hereafter ensuying, and that this byll, signyd with your gracious hand, may be to the Reverend ffader in God, Henry, bysshop of Salesbury, keper of your gret scale, sufficient and immediate warrant for the making, sealying, accomplysshyng of your seyd Letters patentes; and they shall duryng ther lyves pray to God for the prosperous contynuaunce of your most noble and ryall astate.
Printed in The Precursors of Jacques Cartier, by H. P. Biggar, p. 40. First printed in 1831.
NO. 39. LETTERS PATENT GRANTED TO RICHARD WARDE, THOMAS ASSHEHURST, JOHN THOMAS, JOAO FERNANDEZ, FRAN-CISCOFERNANDEZANDJOAOGONSALVEZ, 1501,MARCH 19
From the Public Record Office, Patent Roll 16 Hen. VII, pt. is membr. M, 21; another copy, Warrants for Privy Seals, Series II, No. 216.
Pro concessione Ricardo Warde et aliis.
The King to all and singular to whom our present letters patent shall come, Greeting: Be it known to you and made manifest that we, for certain considerations us moving, by the advice of our Council, have granted and given licence, as by these presents we grant and give licence for us and our heirs, as far as in us lies, to our well-beloved subjects Richard Warde, Thomas Asshehurst and John Thomas, merchants of our town of Bristol, and to our well-beloved John Fernandez, Francis Fernandez and John Gonzales, Esquires, of the Islands of the Azores in the dominions of the King of Portugal, and to any one of them, and to the heirs, attorneys, factors or deputies of any one of them, and to them and any one of them we grant full and unrestricted authority, faculty and power to sail and transport themselves to all parts, regions and territories of the eastern, western, southern, arctic and northern seas, under our banners and ensigns, with so many and so large and such ships or vessels as may be agreeable to them and may be necessary, of whatsoever burthen any ship or vessel may be, with masters, mates, mariners, pages and other men competent, requisite and necessary for the piloting, safeguard and defence of the aforesaid ships and vessels, at the cost and charges of the said Richard and of the others aforesaid, and at such salaries, wages and pay as they may agree upon among themselves, to find, recover, discover and search out whatsoever islands, countries, regions or provinces of heathens and infidels, in whatever part of the world they may lie, which before this